UF ‘ UNIVERSITY of
FLORIDA
Student Senate 3000 J. Wayne Reitz Union
PO Box 118505

Gainesville, FL 32611
352-392-1665

STUDENT SENATE BILL 2026-1094

TITLE: Resolution Recognizing March 9th as Women in Government Day in
Collaboration with the Women’s Affairs Cabinet

AUTHOR(S): Senator Nysa Dhamani

SPONSOR(S): Senator Zoe Metchick, Senator Berkley Morris

WHEREAS, 79 years ago, the University of Florida became coeducational allowing women to
be enrolled as full-time students [1]; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Florida Student Body elected their first female Student Body
President in 1983, breaking barriers and making history representing all women at the University
of Florida [1]; and,

WHEREAS, about 55.8% of students are women enrolled at the University as of Fall 2025,
across undergraduate and graduate programs [2]; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Florida supports women across many disciplines, through
programs and clubs established specifically for women to bridge professional gender gaps and
help navigate historically male-dominated fields; and,

WHEREAS, the Women’s Affairs Cabinet was founded at the University of Florida to foster
awareness on issues and hold events that address topics like career development and gender
equality [3]; and,

WHEREAS, a Women in Government Day will establish a resource for students to learn more
about female leadership directly from mentors in local and federal governments and establish a
dialogue between students with shared interests; and,

WHEREAS, March 8th has been globally recognized as International Women's Day initially
established in 1911 as a call to action for equal justice [4]; and,

WHEREAS, the following day, March 9th, will be celebrated annually by the University of
Florida as Women in Government Day as an extension of this commemoration; then,
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THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student Senate
supports the expansion of opportunities for female students to connect with female professionals
to advance their educational and career development.

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate welcomes this collaboration with the Women’s Affairs Cabinet to pioneer a day which
recognizes and celebrates the trailblazing women that paved the way for women in, both student
and state, government.

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate formally acknowledges March 9th as the annual Women in Government Day.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to Student Body Vice President Donovan
Francois and Women’s Affairs Cabinet Director Sophia Phillips.

[1] https:/news.clas.ufl.edu/uf-75-years-womens-progress/
[2] https://news.ufl edu/for-media/uf-facts/

[3] https://sg.ufl.edu/branches/executive/

[4] https://www.un.org/en/observances/womens-day
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