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STUDENT SENATE BILL 2026-1092

TITLE: Resolution Recognizing the Opening of Ben Hill Griffin Stadium for the
September 11 Memorial Stair Walk

AUTHORC(S): Senator Selena Patel

SPONSOR(S): Senate President Pro Tempore Kate Finfrock, Senator Brooke
Tuttle, Judiciary Chair Abigail Melamed

WHEREAS, the annual September 11 Memorial Stair Walk provides members of the University
of Florida and Gainesville communities with an opportunity to honor and remember the lives lost
on September 11, 2001; and,

WHEREAS, Ben Hill Griffin Stadium was scheduled to be closed to the public on September
11, 2026; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Florida Student Senate advocated for public access to Ben Hill
Griffin Stadium so that members of the University and Gainesville communities could continue
to participate in this longstanding tradition; and,

WHEREAS, through collaboration with University stakeholders, Ben Hill Griffin Stadium was
opened to the public from 6:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on September 11, 2026, allowing members of
the University and Gainesville communities to participate in the Memorial Stair Walk; and,

WHEREAS, hundreds of members of the University of Florida and Gainesville communities
participated in the September 11 Memorial Stair Walk at Ben Hill Griffin Stadium,
demonstrating the continued significance of this tradition to the University and Gainesville
communities; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Florida community participates in the September 11 Memorial
Stair Walk to honor the lives lost and recognize the service and sacrifice of first responders on
September 11, 2001, with participants climbing the equivalent of the 110 stories of the World
Trade Center; and,

WHEREAS, public access to Ben Hill Griffin Stadium allowed the September 11 Memorial

Stair Walk to continue in its traditional campus setting and provided a shared space to
commemorate the lives lost on September 11, 2001; then,
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THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student Senate
recognizes the collaboration with University stakeholders that resulted in Ben Hill Griffin
Stadium opening to the public.

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student

Senate remains committed to advocating for opportunities that allow students and members of
the Gainesville community to participate in meaningful campus traditions.

[1]https://floridagators.com/sports/2020/4/4/ben-hill-griffin-stadium

[2]https://www.firehero.org/events/9-11-stair-climbs/

[3]https://www.gainesville.com/picture-gallery/news/local/2026/09/1 1 /firefighters-lead-annual-
911-stair-climb-on-uf-campus-in-gainesville/91708204007/
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