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STUDENT SENATE BILL 2026-1061

TITLE: Resolution Celebrating the Semiquincentennial Anniversary of the United
States of America

AUTHOR(S): Senator Pedro “Reese” Rubio, Senator John Pettross

SPONSOR(S): Senator Taylor Dees

WHEREAS, the United States of America celebrates its 250th anniversary on July 4th, 2026,
when the Declaration of Independence was signed, declaring the country’s independence from
the United Kingdom [1]; and,

WHEREAS, the inviolate principles proclaimed in the Declaration of Independence of natural
rights and popular sovereignty have guided our nation for two and a half centuries, bringing us to
form “a more perfect Union,” and marking the values that we as Americans all share; and,

WHEREAS, the United States has undergone a vast history over 250 years, spanning from trials
and tribulations that have further shaped our culture, traditions, and relationships as a country;
and,

WHEREAS, the State of Florida has played its own unique role within our nation’s history,
fusing Spanish, French, Indigenous, and many other cultures into the tapestry of American life,
bringing a unique community to the University of Florida that we call home; and,

WHEREAS, the American experience is continuously developed by the diverse backgrounds,
perspectives, and cultures of its people, a reality reflected in the vibrant international and
multicultural student body at the University of Florida; and,

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature has established requirements for civic education, pursuant
to section 1007.25 of the Florida Statutes [3], ensuring all students are aware of the foundation of
the United States Government and the importance of citizen involvement; then,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the University of Florida Student Senate hereby
recognizes and commemorates the 250th Anniversary of the founding of the United States of
America on July 4, 2026.

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED, that we encourage all students,
communities, civic organizations, and faculty bodies within the University of Florida to
participate in commemorative events and activities that reflect on our history, celebrate our
achievements, and reaffirm our commitment to the ideals of liberty, equality, self-government,
and the shared American Dream.
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THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED, that the University of Florida Student
Senate encourages the proliferation of civic education, and recognizes the importance of the
State of Florida Civic Literacy Requirement [2], to ensure that future generations understand the
critical importance of active civic participation and the responsibilities of citizenship.

[1] https://america250.org/

[2] https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/civics_requirement/

[3] https://www flsenate.gov/laws/statutes/2024/1007.25
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