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WHEREAS, the Alan and Cathy Hitchcock Field and Fork Pantry is a resource on the
University of Florida campus focused on combating food insecurity among University of
Florida students; and,

WHEREAS, the Alan and Cathy Hitchcock the Field and Fork Pantry is a necessary
resource that is made available for students to have access to free produce and other
culinary essentials; and,

WHEREAS, with 13,0001bs of food produced from the Alan and Cathy Hitchcock the
Field and Fork farm on campus that is made available for students on campus through the
associated pantry; and,

WHEREAS, the Alan and Cathy Hitchcock Field and Fork Pantry also provide an
opportunity for students to give back on campus via volunteering for the pantry; and,

WHEREAS, according to the National Institute of Health, ”36.1% of college students
were found to be food insecure” [1]; and,

WHEREAS, food insecurity disproportionately impacts first-generation, low-income,
and minority students, creating inequities in access to higher education according to the
Hope Center for College, Community, and Justice [4]; and,

WHEREAS, students experiencing food insecurity are more likely to experience housing
insecurity and other basic needs insecurities, compounding barriers to academic success,
according to the U.S. Government Accountability Office [3]; and,

WHEREAS, the availability of fresh produce through campus resources like the Field
and Fork Pantry contributes to improved nutrition and long-term health outcomes for
students [2]; and,
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WHEREAS, increasing institutional and student government support for food access
initiatives aligns with broader university goals of student success and well-being [2]; and,
WHEREAS, food insecurity is defined by the United States Department of Agriculture

(USDA) as the “access by all people at all times to have enough food for an active,
healthy life” [1]; and,

WHEREAS, during the summer months, due to the lack of students and faculty on
campus, it makes it difficult to collect the needed amount of donations to run the pantry
at its capacity; then,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the student Senate hosts a food drive for
the Field and Fork Pantry from the dates of March 31, 2026 to April 21, 2026, collecting
non perishables to help stock the pantry for the summer semesters.

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the student Senate recognizes
a partnership with the Field and Fork Pantry, and plans to partake in annual initiatives to
support the pantry.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to University of Florida Field & Fork
Pantry Coordinator Lori Benson and University of Florida Assistant Dean & Director of
CARE Nadene Reynolds.

[1] https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10005036/
[2] https://pantry.fieldandfork.ufl.edu/

[3] https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-24-107074.pdf

[4]https://hope.temple.edu/sites/hope/files/media/document/HOPE _realcollege National
report_ digital.pdf
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