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WHEREAS, the University of Florida is committed to providing students with high-
quality academic and communal spaces that support student collaboration and
productivity; and,

WHEREAS, the Gerson Commons serves as a central gathering, study, and collaboration
space for students within the Fisher School of Accounting; and,

WHEREAS, the Gerson Commons is used to host recruiting events that connect
University of Florida students with alumni and employers; and,

WHEREAS, the condition of the space impacts the experience of visiting employers and
impacts the University of Florida’s ability to maintain recruiting relationships; and,

WHEREAS, the Gerson Commons was constructed over two decades ago and its current
layout and furniture are no longer equipped for the evolving academic and collaborative
needs of today’s student body; and,

WHEREAS, it is important to note that “the interactions between students in higher
education and their learning environments is a key component towards enhancing student
experiences” [1]; and,

WHEREAS, the Fisher School of Accounting has ranked “top 10 public ranking among
undergraduate accounting programs since 20137, and the school’s facilities should match
its academic excellence [2]; and,

WHEREAS, the Fisher School of Accounting administration has recognized the need for
renovations and has already undertaken a thorough review of the Gerson Commons,
including meetings with designers, furniture vendors, and contractors, to evaluate options
for improving the space; and,
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WHEREAS, implementing renovations during periods of lower student use, such as the
summer term, will minimize disruption to academic activities; then,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student Senate
expresses its support for the renovation and modernization of the Gerson Commons that
may include updated furniture, redesigned booth seating, and enhanced layout
functionality, within the Fisher School of Accounting.

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida
Student Senate urges the modernization of studying and communal areas on campus and
is committed to improving the well-being of all students and staff at the University of
Florida and thanks the Fisher School of Accounting for its attention towards this goal.

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida
Student Senate will continue to serve the needs of the student body and staff to ensure the
continued success of the university and its community.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of Operations and
Programs at Fisher School of Accounting, John Laibson, and Finance Manager at Fisher
School of Accounting, Tiffany Gauthier

[1]https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10619180/

[2]https://warrington.ufl.edu/news/us-news-top-accounting-programs-share-common-x-
factor fisher-school-alumni-leadership
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