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STUDENT SENATE BILL 2026-1005

TITLE: Strengthening Holistic International Education, Legal Access, and Defense
(S.H.LE.L.D.) Act

AUTHORC(S): Budget and Appropriations Chairman Marco Salvador

SPONSOR(S): Senator Andrew Larsen, Senate President Maya Idiculla, Senate President
Pro Tempore Matthew Bravo, Judiciary Chairwoman Abigail Melamed, Senator Ella
Martin, Senator Cooper Dotson, Senator Burton Litman, Senator Mel Maguina, Senator
Mandy Liu, Member-at-Large Cole Bennett, Member-at-Large Zoe Metchick, Senator
Alexandra Dill, Senator Aaron Joshy, Senator Jonah Ferber, Senator Taylor Blythe,
Senator Madison Barnett, Senator Michael O’Malley, Senator Samuel Mento, Senator
Thomas Armstrong, Senator Ari Meyerowitz, Senator Jake Zenkewicz, Senator Drew
Lanier, Senator Tristan Khajavi, Senator Rylee Smolenski, Senator Dylan Cannella,
Senator Kyle Conger, Senator Adam Herdman, Senator Zach Wolsonovich, Senator
Daniela Correa, Senator Julia Pascoe, Senator Maya Sakellarios, Senator Michael
Mayorga, Senator Evan Feldstein, Senator Ali Mahmoudi, Senator Sachin Somnarain,
Senator Taylor Dees, Senator Phoenix Cumpstone, Senator Aaron Rubaii, Senator Emma
Ramsey, Senator Matthew Lewis, Senator Ava Avera, Senator Preston Levy, Senator
Alesandro Cafferata, The Graduate Caucus, Senator Lexie Trower, Senator Andy Kizer,
Senator Caroline Kim, Senator Mykenzie Hancock, Majority Party Leader Molly Murphy,
Senator Katelyn Zervoudakis, Senator Yaciuk

WHEREAS, the University of Florida proudly hosts a diverse international student community

representing over 140 countries, enriching the academic, cultural, and social life of the Gator
Nation [1]; and,

WHEREAS, international students at UF make significant contributions to campus life, research
excellence, global understanding, and community engagement; and,

WHEREAS, international students often face complex immigration-related challenges that can
impact their academic progress, employment authorization, and overall well-being; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Florida Levin College of Law’s Immigration Clinic provides

critical pro bono legal services to community members navigating immigration processes,
offering expert guidance on issues including visa matters, lawful status, and legal rights [2]; and,
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WHEREAS, access to accurate information about legal rights and immigration procedures is
essential to ensuring the safety, security, and empowerment of international students within the
Gator Nation and broader Gainesville community; and,

WHEREAS, STAAR Agency, a student-led organization dedicated to empowering all groups on
campus and promoting community education, is positioned to facilitate a “Know Your Rights”
Forum to provide international students with practical, accessible information on legal
protections, workplace rights, immigration resources, and safety strategies [3]; then,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student Senate
acknowledges the resilience, achievements, and invaluable impact of international students on
the academic excellence and cultural vitality of our campus.

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate recognizes and commends the Levin College of Law’s Immigration Clinic for its
commitment to supporting international students and equitable access to legal assistance.

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate advocates for the implementation of a STAAR Agency-led “Know Your Rights” Forum,
in partnership with campus support units, to educate and equip international students with the
information necessary to protect their rights and well-being.

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate encourages increased awareness of qualified immigration legal resources available to
students, including the Levin College of Law Immigration Clinic and educational initiatives such
as a STAAR Agency-led “Know Your Rights” Forum, to help ensure international students are
informed, supported, and able to navigate complex legal matters with accurate guidance.

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that in a time of difficulty and
uncertainty, the University of Florida Student Senate stands in steadfast solidarity with
international students, recognizing both their resilience and their vulnerability, and reaffirms that
their Student Government remain committed to their well-being, belonging, and continued
success at the University of Florida.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to the STAAR Agency Heads.

[1] https://internationalcenter.ufl.edu/f-1-student?utm
[2] https://law.ufl.edu/academics/courses-and-syllabi/courses/immigration-clinic/
[3] https://sg.ufl.edu/branches/executive/agencies/
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