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STUDENT SENATE BILL 2026-1003

TITLE: Resolution Addressing Affordability and Sustainability Through Creation
of a Blue Book and Textbook Drive

AUTHORC(S): Senator Burton Litman, Senator Taylor Blythe, Senator Maya Doonan,
Senator Zachary Wolsonovich

SPONSORC(S): Senator Mel Maguina Perez, Senator Madison Barnett

WHEREAS, "A blue book is a book with about 20 lined pages that college, graduate, and
sometimes high school students use to answer test questions. More specifically, a blue book
refers to the type of exams that require students to use these books to complete the test" [1]; and,

WHEREAS, "Blue books generally require students to answer open-ended questions or a list of
topics to choose from with written answers that vary from between a paragraph to an essay-length
response"” [1]; and,

WHEREAS, Blue Books are frequently required for exams in a variety of courses, including, but
not limited to those related to majors within the University of Florida’s College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences; and,

WHEREAS, partially used or surplus Blue Books are often discarded at the end of semesters,
contributing to unnecessary paper waste across campus; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Florida has outlined sustainability and waste reduction as key
institutional goals, and a Blue Book drive aligns with these efforts by fostering a circular use
model for academic resources; and,

WHEREAS, Despite having a variety of on-campus locations that sell Blue Books, the vending
machines at those locations (Library West, Newell Hall, Marston Library Basement) are not
frequently restocked, resulting in an inconvenience for many students in gathering the necessary
materials for their designated exams; and,

WHEREAS, in addition to Blue Book affordability, textbook affordability is a similar and
significant issue facing the University of Florida student body; and,

WHEREAS, studeats more often than not have littie use for their textbooks once they have used
them for their courses; and,
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WHEREAS, the rising cost of academic materials—including supplies like Blue Books and
textbooks—-can present a financial burden, particularly for students facing economic hardship;
and,

WHEREAS, implementing a Blue Book and textbook drive would promote academic equity by
providing students with essential exam materials at no cost, aligning with Student Government’s
commitment to supporting student success and affordability; then,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student Senate is
proud to have worked with the University of Florida Smathers Libraries, Health Science Center
Library, Library West, Marston Science Library, and Architecture and Fine Arts Library to host
a Blue Book and textbook donation drive.

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate expresses its gratitude to these entities and their respective members for their
commitment to affordability and student equity.

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate looks forward to assisting in the distribution of these resources at both Library West and
Marston Science Library in 2026.

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida
Student Senate once again affirms its commitment to the reduction of financial burdens on
students while fostering a culture of academic support, waste reduction, and resource-
sharing across the University of Florida community.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to Chair of Access and Resource Sharing, Xuan
(Lily) Pang and Course Reserves Coordinator, Nikki Worrell

[1] https://www.thoughtco.com/blue-book-1856928
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