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STUDENT SENATE BILL 2025-1204

TITLE: Resolution in Support of the Missions of Graduate Assistants United
AUTHORC(S): Senate Graduate Caucus

SPONSOR(S):

WHEREAS, Graduate Assistants United (GAU) under the United Faculty of Florida is the
recognized bargaining unit of over 4000 graduate employees at UF [1]; and,

WHEREAS, GAU has represented the collective interests of graduate assistants throughout UF
campuses since 1972; and,

WHEREAS, GAU must bargain an improved collective bargaining agreement (CBA) every
three years, with the current negotiations ongoing since September 9th, 2023; and,

WHEREAS, higher benefits such as health insurance and pay has been established to correlate
with higher productivity and lower turnover[2-3]; and,

WHEREAS, since its founding, GAU victories have included paid leave, the establishment and
raising of stipends, tuition waivers, healthcare insurance, protections for appointments and
reappointments, enhanced non-discrimination language, and protections for academic
freedom[1]; and,

WHEREAS, GAU is currently bargaining towards instituting a living wage, increasing
healthcare protections, addressing overwork, fighting discrimination, and lowering rent burdens;
and[1]; and,

WHEREAS, GAU works with the administration regularly to collaborate on the mutually-
beneficial mission of ensuring contract compliance and workplace safety; and,

WHEREAS, GAU is currently at a mutually agreed upon impasse with the University of Florida
over issues of released time and raises to the minimum stipend[4]; and,

WHEREAS, impasse is a historic process to solve issues that arise during bargaining {S]; and,
WHEREAS, this impasse prevents other articles of the contract that have been negotiated from

going into effect; and,
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WHEREAS, these other articles include improvements to paid leave, academic freedom, and
workload[1]; and,

WHEREAS, GAU will have their impasse hearing on November 17th to allow a special
magistrate to finally resolve these issues[1]; then,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the University of Florida Student Senate
supports the missions of GAU, including the raising of stipends; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED, that the University of Florida Student
Senate supports the continued existence of GAU; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED, that the University of Florida Student
Senate calls upon the Board of Trustees to continue to grant the impasse process the respect it is
entitled to; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED, that the University of Florida Student
Senate supports and calls upon the University of Florida to continue to support all current and
future legal endeavors of employees exercising their collective rights.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to Vice President of Business Affairs Brandi
Renton, UF-GAU Co-Presidents Cassandra “Cassie” Urbenz and Austin Britton, UFF-UF
President Meera Sitharam, UF Senate Faculty President Luisa Amelia Dempere and Student
Body President Blake Cox.

[1] https://www.ufgau.org/

[2] https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/cea/written-materials/2022/04/06/blocking-the-low-
road-and-paving-the-high-road-management-practices-to-improve-productivity/

[3] https://insight.kellogg northwestern.edu/article/worker-productivity-minimum-wage-increase
[4] https://www.ufgau.org/impasse.html

[5] https://journals.sagepub.com/do1/10.1177/009102608801700301
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