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WHEREAS, three in five college students report mental health challenges which have impacted their
success in college, 73% of college students report they are more likely to graduate due to the mental
health support services which are offered by their university, and 32% of non-completers named mental
health issues as a contributing factor for leaving college [1]; and,

WHEREAS, our student representatives approved a proposed increase of the Health Fee of $1.47 per
credit hour in Fall 2024; and,

WHEREAS, the additional funds would support and expand three areas of campus that contain mental
health support services, including addressing urgent needs in crisis response and disability services; and,

WHEREAS, the first area the funds would support is Campus Assistance and Resources for
Empowerment (CARE) which encompasses the Collegiate Veterans Success Center and Case
Management Services, and is designed to facilitate achievement of students’ academic and personal
success and to assist with basic needs [2]; and,

WHEREAS, the second area the funds would support is the Counseling & Wellness Center, which
supports students by providing them with counseling services and crisis support [3]; and,

WHEREAS, the third area the funds would support is the Disability Resource Center, which works with
over 7,500 Gators with disabilities and engages with faculty and staff to make the University of Florida an
accessible campus community [4]; and,

WHEREAS, the students of the University of Florida and the Student Senate of the University of Florida
have long focused on mental health topics and how it impacts students [5]; and,

WHEREAS, a dollar today can only buy 76.37% of what it could a decade ago due to inflation [6]; and,

WHEREAS, the Health Fee has not increased in the last 10 years although the mental health needs of the
student body have increased significantly during that time; and,

WHEREAS, there are countless testimonials of college students who experience unexpected events while
balancing academics and personal life, and areas like CARE have historically stepped in to provide
support - for example a student whose home tragically burned down, who then learned they were
expecting their first child shortly thereafter, or a student who was hurt in an accident on their scooter, or a
student who experienced a medical emergency in their first semester; and,

WHEREAS, CARE ensured each student received critical resources and guidance to remain active and
on track in their academics; and,



WHEREAS, services like the Counseling and Wellness Center, Disability Resource Center and CARE
each contribute to supporting Gators on their timely path to graduation; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that an increase to the Health Fee is necessary to meet the
needs of UF students, and that the students of the University of Florida hereby support the proposed
Health Fee increase of $1.47 per credit hour.

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the students of the University call on the
University of Florida Board of Trustees to approve the Health Fee increase of $1.47 per credit hour at the
March 27, 2025 meeting.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to University of Florida Board of Trustees Chairman Mori
Hosseini, University of Florida President Kent Fuchs, and Vice President for Student Life Heather White.
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