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SPONSOR(S):

WHEREAS, the University of Florida is committed to fostering a supportive environment where
all students, including those who are first-generation, can thrive academically, socially, and
professionally; and

WHEREAS, first-generation college students are defined as students whose parent(s) did not
complete a four-year college or university degree in the United States of America [1]. Nationally,
around 20% of all incoming first year students at four-year American universities are the first in
their families to attend college [2], and thus fall under the category of first-generation students;
and

WHEREAS, first-generation students may face unique challenges in navigating the university
environment, specifically in terms of psychological, academic, financial, and social challenges
[3]. So, first-generation students may benefit greatly from opportunities to connect with peers
who share similar experiences; and

WHEREAS, networking events provide valuable opportunities for students to develop social
and professional bonds, exchange ideas, and access resources that contribute to their academic
and personal success; and

WHEREAS, various scholarship programs like the Machen Florida Opportunity Scholarship
(MFOS), alongside student organizations such as First Generation Organization, First Generation
Leadership Program (FGLP), and First Generation Leadership Academy at the University of
Florida serve the diverse needs and interests of first-generation students, offering avenues for
support, mentorship, and community engagement [4]; and

WHEREAS, organizing events that bring together first-generation students from different

scholarship programs and student organizations can enhance collaboration, facilitate
conversation, and strengthen the sense of belonging within the university community; and
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THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Senate hereby resolves
to establish networking events specifically designed to foster social and professional bonds
among first-generation students enrolled in various scholarship programs and student
organizations;

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate encourages faculty, staff, and student leaders to actively promote and participate in these
networking events, recognizing their importance in enhancing the university experience and
promoting the success of all students.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to University of Florida President Ben Sasse, Vice
President for Student Life Dr. Heather White, Director of Machen Florida Opportunity Scholars
Elle Collins, UF Student Financial Aid and Scholarships Director Tina Lamb, First Generation
Affairs Cabinet Director Juan Ricardo, First Generation Leadership Program President Yahir
Peiia, and First Generation Leadership Academy Directors.

{1] https://www.marquette.edu/first-generation-students/about.php

[2] https://internationalcenter.ufl.edw/home/about-ufic

[3] https://www.mghclaycenter.org/parenting-concerns/young-adults/first-generation-college-

studnets/
[4] https:/www.sfa.ufl edw/mfos/ //%
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