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TITLE: Resolution for Green New Deal at UF — Volume V (Call for a Just
Transition)

AUTHOR: Senator Meagan Lamey

SPONSORS: Senate President John Brinkman, Senate President Pro-Tempore
Saketh Damera, Member-at-Large Laurel Wentworth, Member-at-Large Maya
Idiculla, Rules and Ethics Chairwoman Samantha Kinggard, Majority Party
Leader Julia Seifer, Minority Party Leader Nathaniel Pelton, Deputy Minority
Party Leader Anamika Naidu, Senator Arturo Zarrate, Senator Allan Rivera
Jaramillo, Senator Elizabeth Insuasti, Senator Isha Khan, Senator Daniel
Permane, Senator Simone Liang, Senator Anghelo Gangano, Senator Michael
Lim, Green Caucus Chair and Senator Zoe Richter, Senator Chalisa Budhai,
Senator Antonio Hendricks, Senator Evan Rafanan, Senator Charlie Werner,
Senator Hunter Monson, Senator Monorath Khinsim, Senator Max Banach,
Senator Vivian Phung, Student Recreational Sports Chair and Senator Raj Mia,
Senator Sarah Hoffer, Senator Caitlyn Mathews, Senator Ana Alvarez, Senator
Zach Arzt, Senator Aditi Sarkar, Senator Laura Jane Bryan, Senator Abby
Whitaker, Senator Shawn Kapersaud, Green Caucus Vice-Chair and Senator
Conor Rufin, Senator Damian Rodriguez, Senator Watson Hewitt III, Senator
Jordan Gebaide, Senator Coe Leavengood, Senator Christian Jubran, Senator
Jonathan Bedine, Senator Aleah Henley, Senator Jason Von Holten, Senator
Angelina Fentress, Senator Kishan Nayak, Senator Emma Gaul, Senator Freddi
Rappoport, Senator Annabella Vigna, Senator Isabel Penin, Senator Gabriel
Filomino Vargas, Senator Owen Lekebusch, Senator Catherine Isakson, Pride
Student Union President Johnathon Chance Stevens, Sunrise Movement
Gainesville President Sofia Aviles, Climate Action Gator President Campbell Al--
Khafaji, University of Florida College Democrats President Sabrina Briceno,
Young Democratic Socialists of America Co-Chair Syd Engstrom, Planned
Parenthood Generation Action at the University of Florida President Amelia
Packham, United Nations Association Gainesville President Ariana Ramos-
Mercado, Students for Sensible Drug Policy President Madeline Comorat, Baking
for Wellness Treasurer Oscar Santiago Perez, Society of Conservation Biology
President Kaleigh Conroy, American Society of Agricultural and Biological
Engineers President Lucas Avery, Minority Pre-Legal Society President Tara
Kari, Eco-Gator Vice President Julia Dirvis .
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WHEREAS, the climate crisis is a defining challenge of the twenty-first century. The United
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) issued a report in 2018 urging the
necessity to reduce global emissions by 45% by 2030 (from 2010 levels) to prevent the worst
consequences of climate change [1]; and,

WHEREAS, as a leader in climate science, the University of Florida has a responsibility to
model the types of climate policy that institutions around the world should be adopting; and,

WHEREAS, climate change has disproportionate effects on Black communities, Indigenous
communities, and People of Color [2]; and,

WHEREAS, historically efforts to combat climate change has excluded the communities most
affected [3]; and,

WHEREAS, the New Deal helped displaced Americans in the midst of the Great Depression by
creating a more economically fair society for employees. Similarly focusing on putting workers
at the forefront of the movement can bring us out of the current climate crisis [4]; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Florida’s Human Resources Department has stated that they
promote an environment where all employees can be productive and successful in achieving their
professional and career goals, while being treated fairly and respectfully [5]; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student Senate
recognizes the importance of a worker-led transition to greener systems by ensuring that those
whose employment is affected by the climate crisis are given the ability to take a major role in
building solutions; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate recognizes the importance to acknowledging all voices especially including People of
Color in the just transition to a more sustainable future; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate recognizes the just transition as a guiding pillar of a Green New Deal for the University of
Florida which it endorses the implementation of; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the University of

Florida Student Senate calls upon Florida legislators and higher education institutions to take
action to address the climate crisis in an urgent manner.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, Chair of the
Board of Governors Brian Lamb, Secretary of the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection Shawn Hamilton, University President Ben Sasse, Board of Trustees Chair Mori
Hosseini, Vice President of Business Affairs Curtis Reynolds, Vice President of Human
Resources Melissa Curry, Student Body President Olivia Elizabeth Green, Sustainability
Committee Chair Andrew Zimmerman, Sustainability Committee Vice Chair Jessica Sheffield,
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Office of Sustainability Director Matthew Williams, Office of Sustainability Senior Programs
Director Liz Storn, and Gators Going Green Agency Head Samantha Simon Audubon Society
UF President Natalia Fuentes, UNLITTER UF President Isabella Mati, Thrift Club President
Emma Hanley, and Senator Asif Islam

Florida State Representative Anna Eskamani endorses this bill. Further, the author and
sponsors of this bill recognize Cameron Driggers as a co-author to this resolution.

[1]https://www.ipcc.ch/2018/10/08/summary-for-policymakers-of-ipcc-special-report-on-global-
warming-of-1-5c-approved-by-governments/
[2]https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-report-shows-disproportionate-impacts-climate-
change-socially-vulnerable

[3]https://climate.mit.edu/explainers/climate-justice

[4]https:// www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-history-primary-source-timeline/great-
depression-and-world-war-1i-1929-1945/franklin-delano-roosevelt-and-the-new-deal/
[S]https://hr.ufl.edu/manager-resources/employee-relations/
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