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WHEREAS, more than 2,000 antisemitic incidents have been reported in the United States
following the events of October 7% 2023 [1]; and,

WHEREAS, during the same period in 2022, there has been a 337-percent increase in
antisemitic incidents [1]; and,

WHEREAS, since October 7", Jews in America experienced nearly 34 antisemitic incidents per
day [1]; and,

WHEREAS, since October 7%, there have been about 250 antisemitic incidents that specifically
targeted Jewish institutions such as synagogues and campus Hillel centers [1]; and,

WHEREAS, on college and university campuses, the American Defamation League (ADL) has
recorded a total of 400 antisemitic incidents since October 7% [1]; and,

WHEREAS, of the 2,031 total antisemitic incidents, at least 1,411 of them could be clearly
linked to the Israel-Hamas War [1]; and,
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WHEREAS, antisemitic incidents are being reported at record levels and have targeted Jewish
students at the University of Florida when the phrase “Kanye was right about the Jews” was
projected onto the TIAA Bank Field on October 29", 2022 during the annual Florida-Georgia
football game [2], [3]; and,

WHEREAS, extremists and antisemites perpetrate deadly violence against Jews, as crimes
targeting the Jewish community consistently constitute over half of all religion-based crimes,
2020 there were 683 reported hate crimes against the Jewish people [3]; and,

WHEREAS, the “Spread Cream Cheese Not Hate” program was started by UF Hillel in January
2020 to combat antisemitism and all forms of hate on the University of Florida campus and
surrounding communities [4]; and,

WHEREAS, every year, the program hosts a “Bagel Day” event in which volunteers encourage
members of the UF community to sign a pledge against antisemitism and acts of hate [4]; and,

WHEREAS, on January 31%, 2024, volunteers for the “Spread Cream Cheese Not Hate”
program will be tabling at various locations on campus to ask individuals to sign the pledge
while handing out free bagels [4]: and,

WHEREAS, UF Hillel was awarded the 2022 Eleanor Meyerhoff Katz Innovation Award for
the “Spread Cream Cheese Not Hate” initiative from Hillel International [5]; and,

WHEREAS, individuals who sign the “Spread Cream Cheese Not Hate” pledge are recognized
on the UF Hillel website for their commitment to fighting antisemitism [4]; and,

WHEREAS, the “Spread Cream Cheese Not Hate” pledge successfully collected 5,200
signatures (as of February 1%, 2024 at 1:30 PM EST) [4]; and,

WHEREAS, the current number of signatures on the “Spread Cream Cheese Not Hate” pledge
is around 1,000 more than 2023’s program [4]; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, the University of Florida Student Senate remains
committed to fighting antisemitism and all forms of hate on campus, and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED, the University of Florida Student
Senate recognizes and honors the efforts of the “Spread Cream Cheese Not Hate” program for
protecting the interests and well-being of all Jewish students, faculty, and administrators at the
University of Florida, and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED, the University of Florida Student Senate
stands strong in their support for the “Spread Cream Cheese Not Hate” program and greatly
encourages the student body to sign the pledge to commit to combating the rise of antisemitism
on campus.
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[1] https://www.adl.org/resources/press-release/adl-reports-unprecedented-rise-antisemitic-
incidents-post-oct-7
[2] https://www.news4jax.com/sports/2022/10/30/shad-khan-on-antisemitic- rhetoric-in-
jacksonville-lets-stop-it/
[3] https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/six-facts-about-threats-jewish-community
[4] https://www.ufhillel.org/bagelday
https://www.hillel.org/honoring-incredible-hillel-professionals/?af=&gs=
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