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Mother Language Day Event Programming

AUTHORC(S): Senator Asif Islam

SPONSOR(S): Minority Party Leader Nathaniel Pelton, Volunteers for International
Student Affairs Vice President of Internal A ffairs Hana Ali, Pakistani Student
Association Secretary Taimoor Nawaz, UF Bangladeshi Student Association President
Elama Ali

WHEREAS, International Mother Language Day is a worldwide observance held on the 21st of
February that promotes linguistic and cultural diversity and encourages the use of mother
languages to preserve and pass on cultural heritage [1]; and,

WHEREAS, International Mother Language Day honors the lives sacrificed for the recognition
of Bangla as a national language and the Bangladeshi struggle for liberation on the 21 February
1952 [2]; and,

WHEREAS, the day commemorates the students of the University of Dhaka along with
members of the public whose lives were lost in protest against the eradication of Bangla as a
national language of the region, at the time known as East Pakistan, against the will of the
majority; and,

WHEREAS, the Bangladeshi Student Association (BSA) at the University of Florida plays a
vital role in promoting cultural awareness and understanding among students [3]; and,

WHEREAS, International Mother Language Day is of significant importance to the Bangladeshi
community and other linguistic and cultural communities on campus [4]; and,

WHEREAS, universities worldwide, including Louisiana State University and Columbia
University, actively commemorate International Mother Language Day with the support of their
respective student governments; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Florida Bangladeshi Student Association has been organizing
annual events to celebrate International Mother Language Day, fostering unity and appreciation
for linguistic diversity within the university community [4]; and,

WHEREAS, during the Student Organization Operational, Event, and Travel Requests process
commencement on October 25, 2023, and subsequent biannual review of said requests for
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approval based on Title VIII statutes by the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee in
November and December of 2023, the Bangladeshi Student Association faced challenges in
acquiring the necessary funding for this culturally significant event programming; and,

WHEREAS, it is the mission of the University of Florida Student Government “to tirelessly
advocate on behalf of the student body, enhancing the entire student experience and promoting
the image of the university and its students [...],” [7]; and,

WHEREAS, recognizing this mission, it is the solemn duty of the University of Florida Student
Senate to ensure unwavering support for the Bangladeshi Student Association and its
International Mother Language Day event programming; now,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student Senate
commemorates the Bangladeshi Student Association’s International Mother Language Day event
programming, recognizing the profound impact and historical significance the programming
imparts on the university community; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate steadfastly endorses the allocation of Student Government reserve transfer funds to
ensure the securement of the Bangladeshi Student Association’s International Mother Language
Day event programming for our university community.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to President of the Bangladeshi Student
Association Elama Ali, Interim Director of Campus Engagement Justin Donnelly,
Directtor/Finance Manager of Student Government Gary Bryant, Accounting Specialist of
Student Government Kimberly Harrell, Fiscal Assistant I Anisa Isaac, Fiscal Assistant II Chris
Burdsall, Assistant Director of Campus Events & Traditions Drew Baker, and Program
Coordinator of Campus Events & Traditions Jeanine Ortiz.

[1] https://www.un.org/en/observances/mother-language-day

[2]https://www.thedailystar.net/bangladesh/news/nation-paying-tributes-language-heroes-
2048657

[3] https://ufbsa.org/

[4] https://ufbsa.org/bsashow

[5] https://calendar.lsu.edu/event/intemational_mother_language_day_2020

[6]https://www.tc.columbia.edu/events/info/-un-spoken—intemational-mother-language-day-
2022-11334542/

[7] https://sg.ufl.edu/about/
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