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WHEREAS, according to the Merriam Webster Dictionary, to ban in the context of literature
means “to prohibit the use, performance, or distribution of; to ban a book” [1]; and,
WHEREAS, banning books infringes upon individuals' intellectual freedom to make their own
perceptions & interpretations regarding written material [2]; and,
WHEREAS, throughout history, book banning has been used by authoritarian regimes to control
information & manipulate public opinion, which Congressman Jamie Raskin (MD-08) & Sen.
Brian Schatz (D-HI) claimed were attacks on the foundations of democracy & blatant
infringements on First Amendment Rights [3]; and,
WHEREAS, in 2021 & the first half of 2022, over 41% of banned books consisted of LGBTQ+
characters or stories, which was undoubtedly the primary reasoning behind these bans [4]; and,
WHEREAS, in the latter half of 2022, most banned books spoke about sexual experiences,
violence, or sexual health [4]; and,
WHEREAS, Florida State House Bill 1069 “provides district school boards are responsible for
materials used in classroom libraries, revises provisions relating to objections of certain materials
& processes related to such objections, & revises school principal, school district & district
school board duties & responsibilities relating to certain materials & processes,” which was
interpreted by the Escambia County School District with the banning of 1600 books including
American Heritage Children’s Dictionary, Webster’s Dictionary for Students, and Merriam-

Webster’s Elementary Dictionary [5]; and,
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WHEREAS, all children living within the United States “have the right to a free public
education... & shall be given equal educational opportunity no matter what their race, ethnic
background, religion, or sex, or whether they are rich or poor, citizen or non-citizen [6]; and,
WHEREAS, as of January 11, 2024, there are currently over 3000 signatures on a petition
condemning the book bans as “these efforts intentionally undermine public education and erase
the marginalized voices & perspectives of people that would connect with the diverse student
body in Florida public schools” [7]; and,

WHEREAS, the state of Florida faces a persistent challenge in combating low literacy rates with
“the third-highest percentage of adults with basic prose literacy skills” with only an 80.3%
literacy rate [8]; and,

WHEREAS, book bans disproportionately affect low-income students [9]; and,

WHEREAS, marginalized communities are some of the most significantly impacted by the book
bans [9]; and,

WHEREAS, an NPR/Ipsos poll in 20,3 based on a nationally representative population,
recorded that % of K-12 parents (as well as 69% of all Americans) oppose book bans passed by
state lawmakers, and roughly 60% of K-12 parents (as well as 64% of all Americans) oppose
book bans from individual school boards [10]; and,

WHEREAS, a 2023 study surveying educators in K-12 public schools recorded that 87%
believe that book bans are rarely, if ever, justified, 60% believe that their school, or school
district, generally opposes the book bans, & 63% believe that students of all ages benefit from
consuming diverse material [11]; and,

WHEREAS, 63% of educators in K-12 public schools indicated that conversations surrounding
banned books have impacted their ability to teach to some degree, 9% said that book banning
played a significant impact on their teaching, & 65% stated that book banning had an
overwhelmingly negative impact on their ability to teach [11]; and,

WHEREAS, according to UNICEF, when deprived of a quality education, “children face
considerable barriers to employment later in life... & their ability to shape a better future for
themselves and their societies,” demonstrating the importance of a diverse education where
children not only have the opportunity to learn, but also where they can gain a broader

worldwide perspective [12]; and,
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WHEREAS, a quality education must consist of topics advocating for diversity, equity and
inclusion as youth who “recognize the differences in genders, cultural backgrounds, or physical
abilities will help them become more considerate citizens and address injustice and
discrimination as they grow” [13]; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student Senate
recognizes that every child has the right to obtain a quality & diverse education unobstructed
from politically motivated censorship [12]; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate firmly acknowledges that

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate condemns the Escambia County School District for infringing upon the schoolchildren’s
right to a quality education, one of which would contain material cultivating personal-growth and
perspective enrichment; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate calls for the immediate reversal of the wide-scale book ban by the Escambia County
School District; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate recognizes the importance of an education promoting diversity, equity, & inclusion

initiatives to be taught to children in their formative years [13].

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to University of Florida President Ben Sasse,
Vice President for Student Life Dr. Heather White, Escambia County Interim Superintendent
Keith Leonard, Escambia County Public School Board Member (District 1) Kevin Adams,
Escambia County Public School Board Member (District 2) Paul H. Fetsko, Escambia County
Public School Board Member (District 3) David Williams, Escambia County Public School
Board Member (District 4) Patty Hightower, Escambia County Public School Board Member
(District 5) Bill Slayton, Florida State Board of Education Chair Ben Gibson, Florida State
Board of Education Vice Chair Ryan Petty
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[3] https://raskin.house.gov/2023/9/raskin-schatz-reintroduce-resolution-recognizing-banned-

books-week
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en.

[7] https://www.fftrp.org/petition
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