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WHEREAS, phosphate mining and the production and storage of the byproduct
phosphogypsum, is proven to create significant environmental and human health risks in the state
of Florida [1]; and,

WHEREAS, phosphogypsum storage has been the cause of several environmental disasters
including the ongoing Piney Point disaster causing algal blooms and widespread fish and
manatee kills in the Tampa Bay [2]; and,

WHEREAS, Piney Point experienced another major leak in March of 2021, causing over 200
gallons of polluted water to be pumped in the bay, 300 homes and businesses in the county to be
evacuated, and governor Ron DeSantis declaring a state of emergency [2]; and,

WHEREAS, phosphogypsum storage regulation is insufficient and storage facilities can be
damaged by heavy rains, sinkholes, and hurricanes [3]; and,
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WHEREAS, phosphogypsum poses human health risks as it is often above safe
radioactive levels for use as fertilizer or soil amendments [4]; and,

WHEREAS, the state of Florida has spent over eighty-five million dollars ($85,000,000)
on environmental cleanup since the March 2021 leak at Piney Point [5]; and,

WHEREAS, officials estimate that a potential cost of one-hundred million dollars
($100,000,000) will be needed in environmental cleanup by December of 2024 [6]; and,

WHEREAS, twenty-seven (27) Phosphogypsum storage stacks exist in Florida with nine (9) still
actively being used for current and future waste storage throughout central Florida [7]; and,

WHEREAS, phosphogypsum storage stacks are located near bodies of water and are proven to
have a disastrous effect on marine ecosystems and human health [4]; then,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the University of

Florida Student Senate recognizes that the economic, environmental, and human health risks
posed by phosphogypsum stacks demonstrate a dire need for stricter storage regulation in the
state of Florida.

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate recognizes a need for Florida Governor Ron DeSantis and the Florida Department of
Environmental Protections to strengthen regulations regarding phosphogypsum storage.

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the University of
Florida Student Senate recognizes the importance of environmental protections for the health and
wellbeing of all business, people, and wildlife in the state of Florida.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, Sawgrass
Progressives, Florida Department of Environmental Protections Secretary Shawn Hamilton.
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