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WHEREAS, the University of Florida hosts over 6,000 international students from 140
countries, more than half of whom are seeking a graduate degree at the highest level [1, 2]; and,

WHEREAS, the top six (6) countries of international student origin are India, China, South
Korea, Taiwan, Brazil, and Venezuela [3]; and,

WHEREAS, it is not uncommon for international students to face a plethora of challenges,
including, but not limited to, language barriers, social and cultural differences, discrimination,
financial difficulties, and psychological stresses [4]; and,

WHEREAS, on top of these limitations, further disadvantages were placed upon international
students, such as time differences, travel restrictions, and foreign government restrictions
towards websites and platforms, including Canvas due to the COVID-19 pandemic [2,5]; and,

WHEREAS, despite these barriers, international students at UF have contributed to
groundbreaking research and innovation, from deep learning prediction models [6], antibiotic-
resistance studies [7], environmental and nanoparticle novelties [8,9], all of which allowed UF to
surpass $1 billion in research funding [10]; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Florida recognizes these achievements through events such as the
annual International Student Achievement Awards (ISAA) [11]; and,

WHEREAS, international students not only bring cultural and economic value to the University
of Florida, but also enrich the learning environment and technical capabilities of the school [12];
then,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT the University of Florida Student Senate
recognizes that international students sacrifice a great deal to pursue higher education; then,

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED THAT the University of Florida
Student Senate acknowledges the contributions of international students to the prestige of our
university and the student experience; then,



THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED THAT the University of Florida Student
Senate also recognizes the inequalities placed on international students at our campus, and we
encourage student and faculty leaders to do what they can when witnessing these forms of
disparity.

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to the University of Florida International Center,
University President Kent W. Fuchs, Provost Joseph Glover, University Interim Dean of
Students, Jonathan Yorkowitz, University Graduate School Associate Provost, and Dean Nicole
Stedman.
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