STUDENT SENATE RESOLUTION 2022-1027

TITLE: Student Body Resolution Addressing the Need for 24/7 Access to Emergency
Contraception on the University of Florida Campus

AUTHORS: Senator Joseph A. Andreoli, Minority Party Leader Faith Corbett, Senator Ryan
Athay

SPONSORS: Senator Jonathan C. Stephens, Senator Anjali Natarajan

WHEREAS, the US Supreme Court’s Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health Services (2022) found
there is no constitutional right to an abortion on a 5-4 vote on June 24, 2022 [1]; and,

WHEREAS, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis signed HB 5, the Reducing Fetal and Infant
Mortality Act, which prohibits abortion after 15 weeks of gestation on April 14, 2022 [2]; and,

WHEREAS, the Food and Drug Administration approved the use of emergency contraception
with no age restrictions on June 20, 2013 [3][4]; and,

WHEREAS, emergency contraception when taken as directed, works best as soon as possible,
with decreasing efficacy after 72 hours after unprotected sex or failure of primary birth control
method(s) [5]; and,

WHEREAS, optimal emergency contraception use should occur 12 hours after unprotected sex
or failure of primary birth control method(s), with 95% effectiveness within 24 hours [6]; and,

WHEREAS, UF Student Health Care Center Infirmary sells emergency contraception through
the UF Student Health Care Center Pharmacy to UF Students for $10 [7]; and,

WHEREAS, UF Student Health Care Center Infirmary and Pharmacy are closed from Fridays at
5 PM to Sundays at 12 PM for a total of 43 hours during Fall and Spring Semesters, and closed
from Fridays at 4:30 PM to Mondays at 8 AM during for a total of 64 hours during Summer C
Semester [8]; and,

WHEREAS, UF Student Health Care Center Infirmary and Pharmacy are closed during
University Holidays and has reduced hours preceding University Holidays [9]; and,

WHEREAS, 18.7% of sexually-active respondents in the 2016 Healthy Gators Student Survey
of UF undergraduate students report that they or their partner had used emergency contraception
in the last 12 months [10]; and,



WHEREAS, attempts to bring emergency contraception to a vending machine on UF Campus
occurred as recently as 2018, with National Women’s Liberation Gainesville Chapter
spearheading this effort [11]; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Texas at Austin recently passed a resolution supporting a 24-hour
emergency contraception vending machine initiative on campus [12]; and,

WHEREAS, in 2012, Shippensburg University in Pennsylvania was likely the first college or
university to dispense emergency contraception in a vending machine [15]; and,

WHEREAS, Newell Hall has already participated in conversations discussing the likelihood of
an emergency contraceptive vending machine being housed in their facility to the extent of
encouraging a Newell Student Advisory Board meeting pertaining to this idea [16]; and,

WHEREAS, Turlington Plaza Breezeway, McCarty Breezeway, and The Hub Outside Awning
already house vending machines stocking drinks, snacks, and PPE [17]; and,

WHEREAS, campus vending machines sell individually-wrapped masks for $1.50 and 4 oz
bottles of hand sanitizer for $3.50 to fulfill the public health need that is mitigating the Covid-19
Pandemic [17]; and,

WHEREAS, the University of Florida Student Senate has advocated for the “continuation of

resources and information regarding sexual and reproductive health” in Student Senate Bill
2022-1023 [18]; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student Senate
believes that emergency contraception is a critical resource promoting reproductive health for
University of Florida students, staff, faculty, and residents; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate supports the stocking of emergency contraception at a health and wellness vending
machine located on the University of Florida Campus that is accessible to students 24/7; and,

THEREFORE, LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED that the University of Florida Student
Senate calls on University of Florida Business Services to work with campus vending partner
Canteen in stocking emergency contraception at a health and wellness vending machine in the
historic core of campus, such as Newell Hall, or the following outdoor vending machines at
Turlington Hall Breezeway, McCarty Breezeway, or The Hub Outside Awning, as these
locations are where the highest concentration of in-class students are on campus (72.4%), 29.6%



of on-campus residents live here currently, and 36.6% of on-campus residents will live here by
Fall 2023 [19].

Proviso: A copy of this resolution shall be sent to University of Florida Business Services
Assistant Vice President Eddie Daniels, GAU Co-Presidents Bryn Taylor and Rachel Hartnett,
Women's Student Association President Brenda Sanchez, Her Campus President Jasmine
Cubillan, Pride Student Union President Tayler King, Women’s Health Advocacy Alliance
President Danelle Antelo, Latino Medical Student Association President Sebastian Tirado-Vélez,
Planned Parenthood Generation Action President Jianna Daddario, GatorWell Director Dr.
Monica Webb, Associate Professor and Interim Medical Director for Student Health Care
Center David Feller, MD, and National Women's Liberation Gainesville Chapter Chair Emily
Calvin
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